
  Unity 
    Anonymous 

I dreamed I stood in a studio 
 And watched two sculptors there, 

The clay they used was a young child's mind 
And they finished it with care. 

One was a teacher; the tools he used 
Were books and music and art; 

One a parent with a guiding hand 
And a gentle and loving heart. 

Day after day the teacher toiled 
With a touch that was deft and sure 
While the parent labored by his side 
And polished and smoothed it o'er. 

And when at last their task was done 
They were proud of what they had wrought, 

For the things they had molded into the child 
Could neither be sold nor bought 

And each agreed he would have failed 
If he had worked alone. 

For behind the parent stood the school 
And behind the teacher, the home. 

               

 

 

 

 



Hello and welcome to 3rd grade!  Thank you so much for taking the time to attend our 

Curriculum Night.  It really makes a difference for the children, for me, and hopefully for you 

when families can make time for extra school events. 

Third grade is a big year for both you and your child.   I am dedicated to giving the 

children a nurturing environment where they will feel special and are able to learn all that they 

can.  Aside from the reading, writing, and arithmetic, my goal is that your child learns about 

themselves and the people around them, while realizing that school is a great place to be!  

Together, I think that we can achieve these important goals.      

        Let’s make this a great year! 

                          Cora Olsen & team 

3CO Team - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Cora Olsen- classroom teacher 

Gail McDermott- teaching assistant 

Jessica Szarek- LBS1 

Andra Oancea- ISU student teacher        

Emma LaMotte- school social worker 

 

Emma Milliken- speech & language therapist 

Susan Kaliher- occupational therapist 

Sarika Bafna- English Language Learners 

 

Communication 

Parent/teacher communication is very important for school success! 

 Assignment books- check daily 

 Seesaw App- watch your device for notifications 

 Class newsletter- each Friday 

 Mindful Journals- planning once a month starting in September 

 Email address:  olsenc@myunit5.org     

Class website:  http://www.unit5.org//Domain/1854 

School phone:  (309)557-4420 

 

 

Take Home Folder (yellow) and Assignment Book 

You should find your child’s take home folder and assignment book in his/her backpack each 

night.  Please take the time to read through each day’s assignments and go through the folder 

together each evening and return any notes or homework in the folder the following day.  For 

the first few weeks, I will do my best to check assignment books for completion before your 

child leaves school.  After that, I will check them as needed on an individual basis.  Please initial 

or sign each evening.  This is a great routine that will help with school success all the way 

through high school.  Making the assignment book a priority helps strengthen your child’s 

responsibility and independence. 

mailto:olsenc@myunit5.org


 

*The Northpoint handbook states that families can request homework from the teacher for an 

absent child after the 3rd consecutive day. Homework can not be given in advance for unexcused 

absences (vacations). 

 

Unit 5 Motto 

“Educating each student to achieve personal excellence.” 

 

Northpoint/Class Rules 

We all agree to  . . .  Get our ARMORRR on! 

Respect   Responsibility    Readiness and…  HAVE FUN! 

Our focus will be on reinforcing positive behaviors.  Consequences for infractions will fit the 

child & the circumstance with regard to the personal, social & academic growth of the student. 

 

Mindful Journals 

One of my goals for this year is to foster your child’s ability to take responsibility for their own 

learning, behaviors, and emotions. This year Unit 5 has also adopted the 3 Social Emotional 

Learning Standards below. 

1) Develop self-awareness and self-management skills to achieve school and life success. 

2) Use social-awareness and interpersonal skills to establish and maintain positive 

relationships.  

3) Demonstrate decision-making skills and responsible behaviors in personal, school, and 

community contexts. 

 

The green spiral your child brought to school will soon become his/her Mindful Journal.  We will 

use this space to work through the standards/ideas above, self-reflect on our behavior and 

attitude at school, deepen our understanding of the school-wide PBIS character focus, and 

much more! 

 

Please use these journals to discuss goals and expectations at home.  Please sign the journals 

and communicate with me as needed.  Return the journals to school the following week.  This is a 

work-in-progress, so I will communicate more specifics in the weekly newsletter when these 

journals come home to you. 

 

Homework 

Third graders can expect some type of homework a couple evenings a week.  This homework will 

help reinforce what he/she is learning in school, and generally will be something that your child 

can do with minimal support.  Some evenings, the homework with ask your child to review or 

practice concepts taught in class.  Other (most) evenings the homework with be for your child 

to continue reading in his/her “just right book” and practice basic math facts.  Please build 

these routines into your daily schedule.  

 

 



PBIS Character Education 

Again this year, Northpoint will adopt a school-wide character trait of the month.  We will work 

on understanding the trait at school and will provide a couple of sheets for homework to 

continue the discussion at home!  Please encourage your child to do the short monthly activity 

and return it to school by the end of each month.  

 

Snack 

Students are welcome to bring in a fresh fruit or vegetable snack to eat each morning.  Keep 

portions small and send separate from the regular lunch box that may contain products that 

classmates are allergic to.  No dips please! *This year we have also added yogurt sticks, cheese 

sticks, and applesauce.  Thanks for sticking within these guidelines.   

 

Book Orders 

I will be sending home book orders each month.  You can order and pay online (and earn 

additional coupons for yourself and the classroom) or you can send back the paper order form 

with cash or a check made out to Scholastic.  If you wish to use an order as a gift for your child 

and wish for it to be a surprise, please let me know and I would be glad to keep it hidden!  Book 

orders allow us to earn class points that I can use to purchase free books for our class library- 

we can always use more! THANK YOU   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Standards Based Grading 

 
Your child will be bringing home a variety of work that was completed at school.  Not all papers 

being sent home will have been graded.  Please take this opportunity to go over an un-graded 

(and graded, too!) assignment with your child and discuss how they think that they did.  This 

sort of reflection encourages children to take a closer look at the work they are doing and 

pushes them to do their best! 

 

This year students will receive a rating of 4, 3, 2, or 1 for each of the strands within each 

learning standard.  For example, instead of one math grade, students will receive a rating for 

time, addition, multiplication, rounding…and so on.  These ratings are no longer an average of 

your child’s work for that time period, but rather a reflection of their current level.  

4= In addition to being proficient, the student also independently uses complex thinking 

that extends an in-depth understanding, analysis, and application of the skill.   

 3= Independently able to perform the skill. 

 2= Partially, inconsistently, or with support is able to perform the skill. 

 1= Even with support, is unable to perform the skill. 

 

Students should be working for a 3 in all areas.  Grading is on-going meaning that your child will 

work toward the 3 by the end of the year.  Unlike past years, there will NOT be official 

report cards throughout the year.  Progress can be checked regularly within TeacherEase.  

Watch for an initial invitation soon in your email.  I will typically be updating grades every few 

weeks, so this is a great way to check your child’s progress from home. 



Everyday Math  
 
About the series… 
We will continue to use the Everyday Math series.  This series does an excellent job of providing 

students with a balance of reviewing old concepts, while exploring new ones.  New concepts are 

introduced in a manner that seems to have immediate “real world” application. 

 

Worshop Format 
On most days, the students will work with math in a workshop format.  This means we begin as a class 

discussing the day’s learning targets and then discover/introduce the lesson.  After that, the students 

typically rotate through 3 stations in smaller groups.  One station will be time working with me, a second 

station might be a game to review/practice a math concept, and the third station might be independent 

practice time.  This allows students to experience math is several different ways, allows me to better 

group students and target student activities to match what they need, and gives students more 

feedback due to the smaller group setting.   

 

Student Reference Book 
The students have a hard backed book called the Student Reference Book.  This is their resource and 

will be sent home as needed to complete homework, review skills, or to play a game with you.  All game 

directions are in this book.   

  

Basic Facts 
Basic facts are the foundation for math success and perhaps one of the easiest ways you can support 

your child at home.  Mastery of addition and subtraction (up to 10 + 10 = 20) was expected in 2nd grade.  

If you know this is an area that your child is still working on, please begin here!  In 3rd grade we will work 

to master multiplication and division facts.  This will require practice at home, too.  Flashcards, apps, 

online games…all great ways to memorize these facts.   

 

Number Talks 
We will be supplementing our Everyday Math curriculum with a program called Number Talks.  In these 

mental math warm-ups students will be challenged to solve problems mentally using more than one 

strategy.  This will help develop the students’ number sense and flexibility for working with numbers.  I 

would be happy to share more if you are interested in the details! 

 

iXL 
Another helpful math site that you may already be familiar with is iXL.  This is a site that offers a 

plethora of online math practice covering (and extending) every 3rd grade math standard.  We will be 

using the site in class, at times I will ask students to work through a specific skill for homework, but the 

site is so extensive that your child is welcome to use it for extra practice at any time! Logins will be 

taped in your child’s assignment book. 

 

*Efficient recall of basic addition, subtraction, 

multiplication, and division facts will provide a 

solid foundation and lead to greater math success!   



Reading Workshop  
 

Our overall goal is to help increase the students’ love of reading with a constant focus on 

reading for understanding (rather than just saying the words). We will be reading in a variety of 

different ways this year.  

Components of a Reader’s Workshop: 
     *listening to fluent reading 

     *partner reading 
     *independent reading & individual reading conferences with teacher 

     *exposure to various genres   

     *strategic, small group instruction 

     *whole class lessons based on reading strategies and genre studies 

     *share time with the class to verbalize progress with a new strategy or concept 

     *journaling to deepen comprehension and understanding of reading strategies 

 

CAFÉ Strategies 
We will learn that good readers are successful in the four major areas of reading: Comprehension, 

Accuracy, Fluency, and Expanding Vocabulary.  Throughout the year, the students will be exposed to 

strategies that will allow them to grow in each of these areas.  Assessments will allow us to see what 

strategies your child uses very effectively and which strategy would be a good next step.  We will use 

this information to set goals with each child and monitor growth.   

**I will share many of the strategies we are discussing in class with you as part of the weekly 

newsletters on Fridays.  This will allow us to use the same “language” at school and at home which is 

always a good thing! 

***I feel very strongly that the workshop approach to reading offers the students more time to read 

and work at their own individual level and pace.   

Nightly Reading 

Beginning in September, the students will be bring back and forth the book that they are currently 

reading.  My goal is for the students to dive into great books and be motivated enough to read these 

books through to the end.  I realized last year that this is difficult to do when students are reading 

some books at home and different books at school.  This leads to frequent book hopping- not what we 

want!  This will require your child to be responsible for getting his/her book to and from school each day 

and to make progress each evening! The expectation is to average 15 minutes of reading per day.  I 

realize that this is easy to skip when nights get hectic, but there are very few (if any) academic 

activities that are more beneficial and when this is done with a family member at bedtime, the benefits 

are multiplied! 

 

Remember  . . . the best way to become a better reader is to read more! 



 

Writers’ Workshop    

 
Like with reading, we will write in a workshop format.  This simply means that we begin with 

mini-lessons containing needed instruction, proceed to individual work time, conference with 

peers and teachers to set goals and improve writing, and then share our work with others.  This 

workshop format will allow students to: 

 

  -focus on the Writing Process 

 Pre-writing, Drafting, Revising, Editing, Publishing 
   

-focus on the 7 traits of Good Writing 

Ideas, Organization, Voice, Word Choice, Conventions,  
Sentence Fluency, & Presentation 
 

-we will produce the following pieces this year: 

Memoir, Personal Narrative, Informational Book (animal/nature 
themed), Biography, Book Review, Persuasive Letter, and a Multi-
genre collection. 

 

Words Their Way ~ Spelling 
Your child will soon be taking a developmental spelling pretest that will help me place them 

within the appropriate stage for word study also taking into account their spelling in daily 

work and their reading level.  Every 1-2 weeks your child will be working with a set of words 

that all deal with a particular pattern (long a words or words with a prefix, for example).  

Throughout the two week study the students will sort and resort their word cards by these 

patterns and apply these skills to new words that they encounter when reading and writing.  

The benefit is that the kids are now focused on WHY words are spelled the way they are 

and HOW they are related to other words they know rather than simply memorizing a list of 

words for a Friday test.  

 



Science and Social Studies 
 

Science and Social Studies will be integrated into reading and writing throughout the school 

year.  These practices will give us purpose for reading for information and writing to 

communicate ideas to others.   

 
 

Science Topics Social Studies Topics 
Life Science  Civics 
Life in Ecosystems- (Monarch butterflies  

and Chick-it-Out, too!)  

communities, laws & freedoms, volunteering, services, 

and changes over time  

Earth Science  Geography 
Weather and Climate Patterns  landforms, major bodies of water, trade, comparing 

cultural differences relative to geographical area, 

human effects on geography 

Physical Science  Economics 
Forces and Interactions  goods & services, the role of banks, dependency of one 

community on another 

 History 
 chronological order, how significant events & people 

have shaped regions, identify primary vs. secondary 

sources 



 


